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Sad news about Ted 
 
Ely, MN October 31, 2022   
 
Our beloved Ambassador bear Ted, born in 1997 and loved by many, passed on today at the 
age of 25 years and 9 months. His body failed him quickly in the 30 hours since a volunteer 
moderator notified us at 5:30 AM Sunday morning saying he was not moving. We checked and 
he could move some but had no interest in food. Ted came to the North American Bear Center 
on April 28, 2007, at the age of ten. Ted’s veterinarian arrived to find that Ted was paralyzed 
from the neck down and probably would not make it through the night. The decision that would 
normally be hard was obvious to everyone and Ted’s veterinarian euthanized him at 11 AM. 
Ted is buried next to Honey who died in 2016 of a similar condition. 
 
Ted was special. He will be missed by many. He especially loved when children visited and 
made his welcoming whoots as he made his way to the fence to greet them. He taught 
thousands of people each year the truth about black bears, and with his gentle personality and 
sweet vocalizations made himself a favorite while changing people’s attitudes about bears.  
 
About North American Bear Center 
The North American Bear Center is the only black bear and wildlife educational facility of its 
kind. Dedicated to replacing old myths with facts, people learn from the bears themselves 
about bear behavior, ecology, and their relations with humans. We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization. The mission is to advance the long-term survival of bears worldwide by replacing 
misconceptions with scientific facts about bears, their role in ecosystems, and their relations 
with humans. 
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